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Activities in 2004-2005

Country report

The working group set by the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry has written the country report along the frame given by FAO.  The document was prepared interactively with breeding organisations, research and breed societies.  The work stimulated updating of the national strategy for the use and maintenance of animal genetic resources.  The report was handed over to FAO in January 2004.
National strategy 

The national strategy has been updated. 

In Finland, the long-term soundness is emphasised in the breeding programmes of pigs, cattle, horse, rainbow trout, sheep and fur animals.  The own national breeding programme in dairy cattle is supported by collaboration with other Nordic countries.  There is a governmental committee coordinating genetic improvement programmes.

The endangered populations (number of breeding females in brackets) are Eastern (250), Northern (450) and Western (4500) Finncattle, Finnish goat (7000), Finnsheep (5 500), Kainuu grey sheep (350), Åland sheep (200), Finnhorse (2000) and Landrace chicken (1400).  They are all within the subsidy scheme by EU. - Recently attention has been paid also to endogenous dog breeds and the Nordic bee. 

The action plan:

· MTT is responsible for the conservation programme and the breeding organisations for the sustainable selection schemes

· the on-going conservation schemes in cattle and chicken are strengthened and schemes are established in sheep and horse – the schemes will be augmented by proper mating planning

· inclusion of rare breeds within diversity subsidy policies

· health control in collaboration with veterinarians and rescue plan for rare breeds

· cryo-conservation of semen and embryos in cattle breeds, later in sheep and horse

· international collaboration within the Nordic and EU region (also via EAAP and FAO) with links to Baltic and Russian research groups

· active communication and teaching 

· national animal genetic resources are in the future dealt by the committee for genetic resources in plants, animals and forestry within the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry

Research
There is very active research collaboration with Nordic, Baltic and Russian research teams on genetic (co)variation in cattle and sheep breeds.   MTT is participating in preparation of new EU projects.

