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> Lots of mountains
> Plenty of grasslands
> Hardly any arable land (3 %)

> Farming and forestry of small 
importance (0.7 %) for GNP

Photo: Kjersti Kløften



National farming policy and practice
> Goal: To meet the the domestic consumer’s 

demand for safe food
> Food produced from farming covers < 50 % of the 

demand for energy.
> Included aquaculture : net export of protein

> 46 300 farms in 2010; 65 % with livestock 
production
> Farm sizes increase (average farm size 21.8 h)
> Full time farm employment has decreased by > 50 % the last 

decade
> Nearly no loss of arable land in the same period



Trends in animal production 1999-2010:

National herd 
size 1999

National herd 
size 2010 

Dairy cows 14 21

Dairy goats 73 90
Sheep (meat) 51 72
Breeding pigs 26 65
Laying hens 900 2000

> bigger herds
> stable population sizes
> higher production
= farmers and animals produce more



Facts about Norway and Stavanger

Norway
> 25 % of GNP from oil 

industry

> 4,9 million inhabitants

> Not a member of the EU

> Total land area: 
325 000 km2

Stavanger
> the oil capital of Norway 

> 126 000 inhabitants 
(Oslo: 600 000)

> The Stavanger region is 
the “animal production 
capital”



Animal production 
in Norway and the Stavanger region

Animal production
No of animals 
in Norway

Share of the 
Stavanger region

Dairy cattle 245 000 17,8 %
Suckler cows 61 500 10,6 %
Sheep 1 055 000 20,7 %
Dairy goats 37 000 3,4 %
Breeding pigs 103 000 26,9 %
Slaughering pigs 1 505 000 27,4 %
Laying hens 4 050 000 28,3 %
Broilers 56 000 000 20,1 %

Photo Oskar Puschmann



Livestock production essential in 
agriculture and landscape management



Animal breeding in Norway
> Native breeds supply all species used in 

livestock production except:
> Poultry
> Beef cattle

> Native commercial breeds are exported, NRF 
(Geno) and Norsvin
> Health
> Fertility
> Robustness
> Efficiency 



Cornerstones in Norwegian breeding 
programs

> Selection based on recorded performances

> One recording system/production system

> Utilization of state of the art breeding theory



Cornerstones cont.

> Cooperatives, owned by the farmers 

> Equal access to top breeding material all 
over Norway



Today: Native commercial breeds in

“Fertility”

“Robustness”

“Health”

“Efficiency”



Norwegian Red Cattle
Selection for functional traits:


 
Yield


 

Health


 
Fertility


 

Conformation traits (udder 
and legs)

NRF presented in 
FAO’s

The State of the 
World’s Animal 

Genetic Resources 
(2007)
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Thank you!
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