
Access and Benefit Sharing 
Task Force  of the ERFP

2016/2017 Report

Elżbieta Martyniuk

National Research Institute 
of Animal Production

ERFP Assembly,Tallinn, 2017



Content

Part I
 Global developments in implementation of the  

Nagoya Protocol

 COP/MOP 2 of the Nagoya Protocol
 16th session of the CGRFA 

Part II
 Activities  of the ABS Task Force of the ERFP



State of ratification
+ 20 since Belfast meeting 2016 



State of ratification in Europe: 
22 + 3 + EU

Albania: 12 OCT 2014
Belarus: 12 OCT 2014
Croatia: 01 DEC 2015
Denmark: 12 OCT 2014
European Union: 12 OCT 2014
Hungary: 12 OCT 2014
Norway: 12 OCT 2014
Spain: 12 OCT 2014
Switzerland: 12 OCT 2014
Tajikistan: 12 OCT 2014

Belgium: 07 NOV 2016
Bulgaria: 09 NOV 2016
Czech Republic: 04 AUG 2016
Finland: 01 SEP 2016
France: 29 NOV 2016
Germany: 20 JUL 2016
Netherlands: 17 NOV 2016
Republic of Moldova: 21 NOV 2016
Slovakia: 28 MAR 2016
Sweden: 07 DEC 2016
United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland: 22 MAY 2016

Kazakhstan: 15 SEP 2O15
Kyrgyzstan: 13 SEP 2015 Luxembourg: 23 JAN 2017

Malta: 01 MAR 2017
Portugal: 10 JUL 2017



Ratifications by region 
19th August, 2017

Parties: 72 + 18 +1 + 7 = 98
Ratified, not Party yet         2
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ABS Clearing House

A substantial increase in availability of information on ABS CH



IRCC: 85
(India 74, Spain 4, South Africa 3, Guatemala2 and  Mexico 2)

First IRCC issued 
by  Spain

15th June, 2017

file:///C:/Users/EM/Downloads/absch-ircc-es-237603-2.pdf



Biodiversity e-Learning Platform 

The platform provides a one-stop access to e-modules and courses relating 
to the CBD, the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety and the Nagoya Protocol



COP-MOP2 of the Nagoya Protocol



COP/MOP 2 Cancun Mexico
4 – 17 December 2016

14 decisions on technical, organizational and financial matters



Decisions of key interest

 Decision 2/5
Cooperation with other international organizations, 
conventions and initiatives

 Decision 2/10
The need for and modalities of a global multilateral 
benefit-sharing mechanism (Article 10)

 Decision 2/14
Digital sequence information on genetic resources
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Commission on Genetic Resources for 
Food and Agriculture

16th session,  FAO, Rome, 6-8th Jan. 2017

Deidre Januarie (Namibia) 



European Regional Group



Extensive 
set of decisions



Inter-sessional proces on ABS

Call for two submissions



Explanatory notes on distinctive features 
and specific practices of subsectors of GRFA

 Members, observers and other stakeholders to 
provide inputs 
 on their practical experiences in implementing 

national ABS measures related to GRFA
 on the distinctive features and the specific 

practices of different subsectors of GRFA. 

 An international workshop to assist countries and 
raise awareness of specific circumstances of 
subsectors of GRFA and provide further input  
(10-13 January 2018)



Explanatory notes on distinctive features 
and specific practices of subsectors of GRFA

 Team of Technical and Legal Experts on ABS to  
prepare draft explanatory notes for the different 
subsectors of GRFA 

 Working Groups and experts on microorganisms 
and invertebrates to consider and review  the draft 

 Team of Technical and Legal Experts  to reconvene 
to consolidate and finalize explanatory notes for 
consideration of the Commission at its next session 
in 2019.



Digital sequence information (DSI)

 A new work stream on “DSI on GRFA”
 Secretariat to prepare, an exploratory fact-finding 

scoping study on DSI on GRFA to provide 
information on:
 on terminology used in this area,
 on actors involved, 
 on the types and extent of uses of DSI on GRFA 

( (in identification and characterization, 
breeding and genetic improvement and 
conservation of GRFA)

 on relevance of DSI on GRFA for food security 
and nutrition.



Digital sequence information (DSI)

 The study will facilitate consideration by the 17th 
session of the Commission (February 2019) the 
implications of the use of DSI on GRFA, including: 
 exchange, 
 access 
 and the fair and equitable sharing of the benefits 

arising from their use

 A draft of the fact-finding scoping study, after 
review by the Bureau, will be submitted to the 
Executive Secretary of the CBD, 

a contribution to the process set 
by decision CBD COP XIII/16
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ABS Task Force Membership

Country Members

Austria Beate Berger
Czech Republic Vera Matlova
France Didier Bouchel
Norway Nina Sæther
Poland Elżbieta Martyniuk
Slovenia Danijela Bojkovski
Switzerland Alwin Kopse
The Netherlands Sipke-Joost Hiemstra

Proposal 
Jan Tomka, Slovak Republic to replace Didier Bouchel



Agenda for ERFP meeting 
Bled,  15-16 June 2017

Task Force ABS (day 1 & day 2)

 Finalisation of the ABS paper; 

 Discussion on the potential ABS Task Force input 
to the process established on ABS under the 
Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and 
Agriculture 

 Further work on MAA and MTA (in the context of 
EUGENA and IMAGE)

 AOB (replacement D. Bouchel)



Agenda for ERFP meeting Bled,   
15-16 June 2017

Joined meeting TF EU matters + ABS 
(part of day 1)

 Reflection on the outcome of Consultation 
Forum as regards unresolved issues in Animal 
Breeding Guidelines

 Regulations of 1012/2016 and 511/2014:  
any obstacles in mutually supportive 
implementation?



Life is full of surprises….



Working at the airport



Working in Bled…



Outcome of the Bled meeting

 ABS paper discussed in depth
 Comments to draft of 31st July
 Comments to draft  of 16th August  
 Paper finalized 

 Agreement on the way forward to prepare ABS Task 
Force contribution to the CGRFA intersessional 
process on ABS
 in depth discussion on the content of submission  

related to preparation of explanatory notes
 agreement on the content and division of work on 

submission on DSI



Work of the ABS Task Force  
as approved at the GA in 2016

Task Action
Collaboration with the Working Group on Ex-
situ conservation in development of the  MAA 
and MTA for exchange of cryo-conserved AnGR

in progress

Finalisation of a draft paper completed

Preparation for the TTLE ABS-3 completed

Preparation for the CGRFA 16 completed

Collection of the national ABS legislation in progress



ABS Paper
Possible consequences of the Nagoya Protocol 

for animal breeding and the worldwide 
exchange of animal genetic resources 

Elżbieta Martyniuk, Beate Berger, 
Danijela Bojkovski, Didier Bouchel, 

Sipke Joost Hiemstra, Catherine Marguerat
Vera Matlova, Nina Sæther

 Submitted to Acta Agriculturae Scandinavica
Section A Animal Sciences



Additional activities 
of the ABS Task Force

Tasks Action
Participation in the second Consultation 
Forum

completed

Submission to FAO on explanatory notes completed

Submission  to FAO on DSI to be completed
in September 

Contribution to development of  EU  
sectorial guidelines on 
• animal breeding 
• collection holders 
• research

in progress

GDG member
GDG member  
comments 



Submission to support 
preparation of explanatory notes 

Developed between 
May-July 2017

Sent to the CGRFA 
Secretariat
on 31st July, 2017

(page 1-13)



Submission to support preparation  
of fact – finding study on DSI

 A content of the submission agreed

 Task divided between members

 Contributions to be consolidated by Chair

 Draft  circulated for comments

 Agreed document submitted in September



Submission on DSI: content

INTRODUCTION (Ela)
 Lack of definition
 Scope of submission (DSI, microsatelite SNP, AnGR)

DATABASES (Vera)
 List of databases (who, when, what for)
 Access to data, uploading rules
 Amount of data
 Interest in using data – accessions
 Other sources of data (research projects, breeding 

companies, breeding societies+?)



Submission to support preparation  
of fact –finding study on DSI

USE IN DEVELOPMENT (Danijela and Sipke)
 Marker assisted selection
 Genotype for single loci (production genes)
 Removal of unwanted alleles
 Identification of relevant alleles (production traits......)
 Genomic selection
 Optimal selection contribution - control of inbreeding

CONSERVATION (Beate)
 Characterization and breed distinction and history
 Inbreeding, mating plans
 Evaluation of ex situ collections

RELEVANCE FOR ABS (Ela)



Future work ABS Task Force  
for approval at the GA in 2017

 Continuous collaboration with the Working Group on Ex-
situ conservation on development of the  MAA and MTA 

 Preparation for the international workshop on ABS (10-13 
January 2018)

 Preparation for the ABS part of the agenda during 10th 
session of the ITWG-AnGR ( 27-29 June 2018)

 Preparation for the TTLE ABS-4 (19-21 September 2018)

 Collaboration with the Task Force EU matters on 
implementation of 511/2014 and 1012/2016 regulations

 Collection of the national ABS legislation



Nominations from ERG

 International workshop on ABS 

 at least one ERG delegate from each of the 
CGRFA technical Working Group 

 ITWG-AnGR (Netherland, Norway, Poland, 
Slovenia, Switzerland): Nina Saether, Norway

 Team of Technical and Legal Experts on ABS

 Alwin Kopse, Switzerland
 Elżbieta Martyniuk, Poland

E2

E3



Diapozitiv 37

E2 EM; 20.8.2017

E3 EM; 20.8.2017



Thank you


